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2019 SEASON ENGLISH STUDY GUIDE 

INTRODUCTION 

The Nigeria Spelling Bee is aimed at improving the spelling prowess of Nigerian students and rewarding 

excellence with the grand prize of One Million Naira scholarship for the National Champion to any 

Nigerian University, N500,000 and N250,000 for the first and second runners-up respectively and cash 

prizes for junior spellers. All champions also win an all-expense paid trip to African Spelling Bee 2019. To 

this regard, spellers are expected to study and read broadly to develop their spelling prowess and better 

engage with words on a daily basis. 

This English Study Guide has been compiled for use as a base for the development of a more 

comprehensive study guide for individual spellers by their coaches. It is not an exhaustive guide to be 

relied upon solely for winning the Nigeria Spelling Bee championship. Spellers and coaches are advised to 

build on this guide by doing more individual practices such as using flash-cards, playing spelling word 

games and building a practice-word list. 

This guide provides basic rules for ways English words are formed based on their origins and how these 

origins have influenced English language. Studying this guide will aid the speller to recognize patterns in 

spellings. 

Make sure to read the spelling bee rules on our website on www.nigeriaspellingbee.com/the-bee. Take 

your time to understand the word you are to spell! You have 60 whole seconds to spell your word after 

you pronounce the first letter. 

Repeat the word before you begin. By repeating the word, the pronouncer and judges can make sure that 

you are spelling the right word by re-pronouncing the word for you.  

You are expected to pronounce the word after you spell the word to indicate that you are done with 

spelling the word. Failure to do this indicates that you are still in the process of spelling and your time will 

continue to count down. If you run out of time before pronouncing the word, it will be counted against 

you. 

Ask your questions! You can ask the Pronouncer: 

 To repeat the word 

 To define the word 

 What part of speech is the word 

 To use the word in a sentence 

 To give you an alternate pronunciation if the word has any. 

 

Have fun! A spelling bee is a fun activity. Smile, laugh, enjoy spelling your words. 

http://www.nigeriaspellingbee.com/the-bee
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 BASIC ENGLISH RULES 

Learning to spell can be very tasking (this is why the Prize is there for you), but there are some basic 

rules that can help you. Just remember, there are exceptions to rules! 

Learn the ‘i’ before ‘e’ rhyme: 

Put i before e (examples: belief, yield, frieze) 

Except after c (examples: receive, conceit) 

Or when it sounds like a (examples: eight, freight, weight) 

As in neighbor or neigh 

 

If there is a final e when adding a suffix or verb ending: 

If the suffix or verb ending begins with a vowel, drop the final e. 

Examples:    change + ing = changing festive + ity = festivity 

If the suffix or verb ending begins with a consonant, keep the final e. 

Examples:    measure + ment = measurement,  definite + ly = definitely 

use + ful = useful 

 

To add a suffix or verb ending when a word ends in y : 

If the word has a consonant before the y, change the y to i. 

Examples:    mercy + less = merciless carry + ed = carried 

If the word has a vowel before the y, keep the y. 

Example:      employ + ed = employed 

The letter q in a word is followed by a u . 

Examples:    relinquish,    equation,    quality 

 

Double final consonants when adding suffixes: 

The final consonant of a word is often doubled when adding -ed, -ing, -er, -est.  

Double final b, d, g, l, m, n, p, r and t at the end of words. 

Examples:    sob – sobbing,   mad – madder,  big – biggest,    swim – swimming,                win – winner,    

hop – hopping,      pot – potted,     transfer - transferred 
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 Words of more than one syllable have their consonants doubled only when the final syllable is stressed: 

If the word is one syllable or is stressed on the last syllable and has a single final consonant, and that 

single final consonant is preceded by a single vowel and the suffix begins with a vowel, then double the 

final consonant. 

Example:      patrol + ing 

The stress is on the last syllable. - trol 

There is a single final consonant. - l 

The final consonant has a vowel before it. - o 

The suffix, ing, begins with a vowel. 

Therefore, you double the l before adding the suffix. -patrolling 

Example:      market + ed 

The stress is on the first syllable - mar - not the last. Therefore, you do not double the final consonant. 

marketed 

 

The spelling of a word does not change when you add a prefix to it even when the first letter of the 

word and the last letter of the prefix are the same. 

Examples:    mis + step = misstep, pre + eminent = preeminent,  un + necessary =          

unnecessary 

Plural nouns: 

Most words simply add s for the plural. In words that end in ss, sh, ch or x, add es. 

Example:      switch = switches 

In words that have a consonant before a final y, change the y to i before adding es. 

Example:      summary = summaries 

Most nouns ending in f or fe add s. However, some change the f to v and add s or es. 

There is no rule to follow here.  

Examples:    belief = beliefs,   half = halves 

 

Some nouns ending in o add s. However, some add es.  

There is no rule to follow here. 

Examples:    studio = studios; potato = potatoes; echo = echoes; hero = heroes; cargo =   cargoes; piano 

= pianos; kangaroo = kangaroos 

 

Sometimes words have silent letters. 

Examples: gn, pn, kn = n >gnome, pneumonia, knife 
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 Examples: rh, wr = r  >rhyme, wrestle  

Examples: pt, ght = t >ptomaine, height  

Examples: ps, sc = s  >psalm, science  

Example: wh = h  >whole   

 

Memorizing rules is nice, but there are other good ways to learn spelling. 

There are exceptions to most rules, so it’s important to learn other strategies too. Try to break words into 

syllables. Look for prefixes, suffixes, and roots. Practice each short part and then the whole word. Break 

the word apart, then compare it to other words you know. Find patterns among words to help you learn 

spelling. 

Examples: un·ac·com·mo·dat·ed,    pol·y·gen·e·sis col·lo·qui·al·ism,   chro·ma·tog·ra·phy 

Incidentally and coincidentally have similar spellings. February and library both have a hard-to-hear r 

after the b. 

Mnemonics (pronounced with a silent m at the beginning) are little memory aids you can use to 

remember how to spell words. For example, you can remember that dessert is richer, so it has the double 

s. A desert is vast and empty, so only ones. You can remember that there are three e’s in cemetery 

because  cemeteries  are “ee”rie. Does it help you to spell separate by remembering there is “a rat” in the 

middle? Try to think of mnemonic devices for words you have trouble remembering how to spell. 

 

Reduplication 

Did you ever lose a flip-flop at a wingding where all the bigwigs were eating couscous? Well, maybe not. 

But it would be fun to say that you did! All human languages have a feature called "reduplication." It 

applies to words that fit any of three patterns: (a) both syllables are identical (as in couscous), (b) the 

second syllable rhymes with the first (as in wingding and bigwig), and (c) the second syllable has a 

different vowel but the same consonants as the first (as in flip-flop). The reason that all languages have 

reduplicative words is that people like them! They're fun to say and easy to remember. This study list has 

four reduplications: powwow, mahimahi, muumuu, and wikiwiki. Such words are usually easy to spell. If 

the syllables are identical, they are spelled identically. If they differ only by the vowel sounds or only by 

the consonant sounds, then only that part of the word changes from one syllable to the next. 
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 WORDS FROM LATIN 

No language has been more influential in the development of English than Latin. There are two reasons 

for this. First, when the French conquered England in 1066, their language was very similar to Latin, and 

French remained England's official language for 200 years. Second, Latin was, until relatively recently, the 

language of culture, religion, education, and science in the Western world. It is still used today to name 

newly discovered species of plants and animals and to form some compound words in various scientific 

and technological fields. 

SAMPLE WORDS 

1. inane 

2. relevant 

3. impetuous 

4. ambivalent 

5. dejected 

LATIN WORDS SPELLING TIPS 

1. One of the hardest things to remember about words from Latin is whether an internal consonant 

(like rr in interrupt) is doubled. To reinforce your memory of the correct spelling, try to remember 

related words all together (like interrupt along with interruption or necessary along with 

necessity). 

2. The \ü\ sound (as in ooze) is nearly always spelled with u in words from Latin. It typically follows a 

\d\, \j\, \l\, \r\, or \s\ sound. After other consonants, this sound normally becomes \yü\ (as in 

bugle, subterfuge, and prosecute and in one pronunciation of refugee). 

3. Beware of words like crescent in which the \s\ sound is spelled with sc in words from Latin. Other 

examples include discern, discipline and susceptible. 

4. When you hear within a word from Latin the \s\ sound followed by any of the sounds of e (long, 

short, or schwa), there's a possibility that the \s\ sound is spelled with c as in access, adjacent, 

condolences, and necessary. 

5. The letter i is a vowel often used to connect two Latin word elements. If the connecting vowel 

sound is a schwa (\ə\) and you must guess at the spelling of this sound, the letter i might be a 

good guess: See carnivore and herbivore. Other examples include words that end in iform such as 

oviform and pediform. 

6. The letter k rarely appears in words from Latin, and its sound is nearly always represented by c as 

in canary,  canine,  vernacular, and other words you may encounter in the Nigeria Spelling Bee. 

7. The letter x often gets the pronunciation \gz\ in words from Latin (as in exuberant). 
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 8. The combination ious ends many adjectives of Latin origin. When the consonant that precedes 

ious is c or t, the sound of the final syllable is \shəs\ as in facetious and precocious. It is important 

to keep in mind that several adjectives from Latin ending with this sound end in eous rather than 

ious. In such instances, the definitions of the words usually contain phrases such as "consisting of," 

"resembling," or "having the characteristic of." Examples include cetaceous, and lilaceous. 

 

 

WORDS FROM ARABIC 

Words from Arabic have come into English in two different ways. A relative few, in more modern times, 
have made the jump directly as loanwords. In these instances, Arabic had a name for something that was 
either unknown in English or lacked a name. The more frequent route of Arabic words into English was in 
previous eras, often traveling through other languages on the way. For that reason the spelling of Arabic 
words in English is not consistent, but there are nevertheless a few clues that you can watch out for.  

SAMPLE WORDS 

1. azure 

2. Islamic 

3. sultan 

4. artichoke 

5. mummy  

 

ARABIC WORDS SPELLING TIPS 

1. Double consonants are often seen in words from Arabic. More often than not, they occur in the 

middle of a word as in mummy, cotton, henna, and several other words may come across in the 

Nigeria Spelling Bee. Their appearance at the end of a word (as in albatross) is usually because of 

the spelling conventions of English or some other language that the word passed through to get 

here. 

2. A typical word from Arabic has three consonant sounds, with or without vowels between them. 

Gazelle, safari, alkali, hafiz, and salaam are typical examples. 

3. Note how many Arabic words begin with al: This spelling can be traced to the definite article al 

("the") in Arabic, which sometimes gets borrowed along with a word. Most of the time the spelling 

is al in English, but note el in elixir. 

4. A long e sound (\ē\) at the end of a word from Arabic is often spelled with i as in safari and several 

other words but may also be spelled with y as in mummy. 

5. The schwa sound (\ə\) at the end of a word from Arabic is usually spelled with a as in henna, tuna, 

algebra,  and diffa. 
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 WORDS FROM ASIAN LANGUAGES 

When English-speaking people—mainly the British—began to trade with the Indian subcontinent and the 

Far East, it was necessary to find words for many things never before encountered, whether foods, plants, 

animals, clothing, or events. Many words that were borrowed from Asian languages as a result of trade 

have become well established in English, and the process continues today. It is difficult to find reliable 

patterns to help you spell these words because they were borrowed at different times by different 

people. 

SAMPLE WORDS 

1. dugong 

2. guru 

3. cushy 

4. seersucker 

5. oolong 

 

ASIAN LANGUAGE WORDS SPELLING TIPS 

Most of the words from various Asian languages were introduced into English by people who spoke 

English. Therefore, if you aren't familiar with a word and don't know any rules for spelling words from its 

language of origin, as a last resort you might try spelling it the way a speaker of English who is an 

untrained speller would spell it. In other words, use the letters you would use if the spelling were 

completely up to you! 

Another approach that is sometimes useful is to spell a borrowed word or part of a borrowed word in the 

way that an English word you already know with similar sounds is spelled. This approach would work for 

spelling cushy, for example. 

 

 

 

WORDS FROM FRENCH 

Before the Modern English that we speak today was fully settled, the French of the Middle Ages—a direct 

offshoot of Latin—was widely spoken in the British Isles, as a result of the conquest of Britain by France in 

1066. English is so rich in vocabulary today partly because we often have words with similar or 

overlapping meanings, one of which came via the Germanic route (that is, from Anglo-Saxon or another 

Germanic language) and one via French. So, for example, we may call the animal a hog (Old English), but 

the meat it produces is pork (from French). 
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 Today, English words with French credentials are everywhere in English. Our pronunciation of vowels and 

consonants is quite different from the modern French of today, but there are many consistent spelling 

patterns that can help us make educated guesses about how to spell words that come from French. 

SAMPLE WORDS 

1. peloton 

2. barrage 

3. chagrin 

4. pacifism 

5. manicure 

 

FRENCH WORDS SPELLING TIPS 

1. French nearly always spells the \sh\ sound with ch, and this spelling of the sound is very common 

in words from French. Chagrin and crochet are examples. 

2. A word from French ending with a stressed \et\ is usually spelled with ette as in layette and 

croquette. 

3. A long a sound (\ā\) at the end of a word from French can be spelled a number of ways. One of 

the more common ways is with et as in cachet, croquet, and crochet. 

4. One way to spell long a at the end of a word from French is with er as in dossier and in foyer.  

5. A long e sound (\ē\) at the end of a word from French can be spelled with ie as in prairie and 

sortie.  

6. Words ending with an \äzh\ sound are common in French. This sound is spelled age as in mirage, , 

garage, barrage, and camouflage. 

7. A \k\ sound at the end of a word from French is often spelled que as in physique,  and boutique. 

8. The \ü\ sound (as in rouge and many other words on the list) in words from French is usually 

spelled with ou. Sometimes, however, it is spelled with u as in tutu and ecru. 

9. When the \sh\ sound occurs at the end of a word from French, there is nearly always a silent e 

that follows it, as in quiche and gauche. 

10. Words ending with an \äd\ sound are common in French. This sound is spelled ade as in fusillade. 

11. French speakers have a number of vowels that English speakers modify in pronunciation. Our way 

of pronouncing the French aise (pronounced \ez\ in French) is usually \āz\. 
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 WORDS FROM GERMAN 

English and German are in the same language family, and because of that you might expect that they 

would look more like each other than they do! While many words of German origin in English have some 

telltale signs, others have been anglicized (made to look and sound more English). Therefore, you might 

not know at first glance where they came from. Most English borrowings from German happened 

relatively early in the history of English, but occasionally there are new arrivals. These tend to become 

English with fewer spelling changes than the early borrowings did.  

SAMPLE WORDS 

1. angst 

2. pretzel 

3. waltz 

4. haversack 

5. nosh 

 

GERMAN WORDS SPELLING TIPS 

1. Don't shy away from consonant clusters! German words often have combinations of three or 

more consonants that don't occur in thoroughly English words. Examples include ngst in angst, sch 

in schadenfreude, schn in schnauzer, and nschl in anschluss. 

2. A \k\ sound in a word from German is usually spelled with k at the beginning of a word or syllable 

(as in kitsch and einkorn) and often with ck at the end of a word or syllable (as in knapsack and 

glockenspiel). 

3. A long i sound (\ī\) usually has the spelling ei in words from German, as in fräulein, Meistersinger, 

zeitgeber, and several other words. 

4. The \f\ sound, especially at the beginning of a word, is sometimes spelled with v in German words 

as in vorlage.  

5. The letter z is far more common in German than in English. Note that its pronunciation is not 

usually the same as English \z\. When it follows a t, which is common, the pronunciation is \s\ as 

in spritz, pretzel, blitzkrieg, and several other words. 

6. The \sh\ sound in words of German origin is usually spelled sch as in schadenfreude, whether at 

the beginning or end of a word or syllable. In schottische, you get it in both places! 

7. A long e sound (\ē\) usually has the spelling ie in words from German, as in blitzkrieg and 

glockenspiel. 
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 8. The letter w is properly pronounced as \v\ in German, as you hear in one pronunciation of 

edelweiss and in wedel and Weissnichtwo. Many German words, however, have become so 

anglicized that this pronunciation has vanished. Most Americans, for example, say "bratwurst," 

not "bratvurst." 

 

 

 

WORDS FROM SLAVIC LANGUAGES 

Many people in Eastern Europe and Asia speak a Slavic language such as Czech, Ukrainian, Croatian, or 

Bulgarian. And that's completely apart from Russian, a Slavic language spoken by more than 200 million 

people! Some words of Slavic origin that have made their way into English traveled through another 

language first, reflecting the fact that contacts between English-speaking and Slavic-speaking cultures 

have not always been direct.  

SAMPLE WORDS 

1. gulag 

2. parka 

3. Slav 

4. robot 

5. samovar 

TIPS TO SPELL SLAVIC LANGUAGES 
The "sound it out" strategy works well with most words of Slavic origin. Although some Slavic languages 
use the Roman alphabet and some, like Russian and Bulgarian, use the Cyrillic alphabet, our spellings of 
most of these words are fairly English-friendly. Take note: The frequent schwa \ə\ at the end of words is 
spelled with a, and the \k\ sound is nearly always spelled with k. 
 

 

 

WORDS FROM DUTCH 

Like German, Dutch is a member of the same language family as English: the Germanic family. Many of 

the original European settlers in North America came from the country that later became the 

Netherlands, and those early settlers were one of the sources of Dutch words in American English today. 
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 SAMPLE WORDS 

1. cockatoo 

2. keelhaul 

3. harpoon 

4. furlough 

5. bowery 

 

DUTCH WORDS SPELLING TIPS 

A typical Dutch word in English is often a hybrid. It gives some clues to its Dutch origins either in sound or 
spelling, but it has also been made more English-friendly as a result of spending years on the tongues and 
pens of English speakers. When you hear "Dutch origin," the best bet to start with is just to spell the word 
as it sounds. But be on the lookout for unusual vowel-sound spellings such as those you see in furlough 
and maelstrom. 

Buckwheat is an example of a "part translation." When a word that has two parts (like English rowboat) 
travels from another language to English, we sometimes translate one part and keep the sound of the 
other part without translating it. The original Dutch for buckwheat is boekweit. When this word came into 
English, we kept the sound of boek and translated weit ("wheat"). 

 

 

WORDS FROM OLD ENGLISH 

Old English was the language spoken in Britain before the French arrived in 1066. If you could listen to a 

conversation in Old English, you would probably be scratching your head a lot. A few of the words would 

make sense, but most of them wouldn't. Like plants and animals, languages evolve—keeping the things 

that they find useful, discarding others, and picking up new things along the way. This type of words 

represents some of the real success stories in English: words coined long ago that have not lost their 

usefulness over dozens of generations! 

SAMPLE WORDS 

1. quell  

2. barrow 

3. dearth 

4. bower 

5. paddock 
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 SPELLING TIPS FOR OLD ENGLISH WORDS 

1. Old English likes double consonants following short vowels, especially if the vowel is in a stressed 

syllable. Examples include quell, barrow, sallow, kipper, and Wiccan. 

2. A long a sound (\ā\) at the end of words from Old English is nearly always spelled ay as in belay. 

3. Long e (\ē\) at the end of an adjective or adverb from Old English is nearly always spelled with y. 

Examples include watery, fiery, creepy, daily, timely, womanly, and chary. 

4. Long o (\ō\) at the end of words from Old English is typically spelled with ow as in sallow and 

barrow. By contrast, a long o at the end of a word in many languages that English has borrowed 

from is simply spelled with o. 

5. When the syllable \səl\ ends words from Old English, it is nearly always spelled stle, with the t 

being silent (as in gristle and nestle). 

6. Silent gh after a vowel is common in words from Old English, as in slaughter. Silent gh usually 

appears after i in words like plight and nightingale, and it signals that the vowel is pronounced \ī\. 

7. The vowel combination oa in words from Old English is nearly always pronounced as long o (\ō\) 

as in loam and goatee.  

8. Silent e on the end or not? For words from Old English that end in either hard th (\th\) or soft th 

(\th\), remember this: More often than not, soft th will have a silent e at the end of the word. 

Consider, for example, bequeath, hearth, and hundredth versus blithe,  and tithe. Interestingly, the 

word blithe can be pronounced both ways. 

 

 

WORDS FROM NEW WORLD LANGUAGES 

The people of the tribes and nations who lived in the New World before the arrival of European explorers 

were like people everywhere: They had a name for everything! Often, the language of the newly arrived 

people simply absorbed the native term, imposing changes on it that would make it fit in better with the 

newcomers' language. Some of these terms jumped directly to English from a native language. Others 

traveled through some other language along the way. Though Hawaiian isn't a true New World language, 

it is included here. 

SAMPLE WORDS 

1. condor 

2. iguana 
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 3. hurricane  

4. kahuna 

5. hogan 

NEW WORLD LANGUAGES SPELLING TIPS 

1. Remember that words settling down in English are often spelled according to English word 

patterns. If you're completely unsure of how to spell a word from a New World language, you can 

try just "sounding it out." This strategy would work for hurricane, muskrat, wigwam, and several 

other words. 

2. Take note of the language(s) a word may have traveled through on its way to English, for the path 

to English often gives a clue about spelling. For example, if it had been up to an English speaker, 

the \ü\ sound at the end of caribou would probably have been spelled oo; but the influence of 

French gives us the current spelling because French usually spells this sound ou. 

3. Coyote shows evidence of having passed through Spanish on its way to English: The voiced final e 

is often seen in Spanish words. Two other examples are tamale and mole. 

4. Remember what folk etymology is? Words that entered English from New World languages were 

prime candidates for this process. If parts of a native word sounded familiar, they were often 

spelled by the settlers in a familiar way, as in woodchuck. Muskrat is also probably a result of folk 

etymology. 

 

 

 

WORDS FROM JAPANESE 

Japanese is a relative latecomer among the languages that have influenced English, making it a welcome 

language of origin for spellers: Recently borrowed words are spelled more consistently than are those 

from languages that English has been borrowing from for centuries. Japanese is written in English 

according to the sound of Japanese words and is not influenced by the Japanese writing system, which 

uses symbols for words rather than letters. 

STUDY WORDS 

1. ninja 

2. sushi  

3. tofu 
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 4. shogun 

5. honcho 

JAPANESE WORDS SPELLING TIPS 

1. A long e sound (\ē\) is very common at the end of Japanese words and is usually spelled with i as 

in sushi, wasabi, Meiji,  and several other words. 

2. In some Japanese words, long e is spelled simply with e (not i) as in karate and karaoke. 

3. An \ü\ sound is also a common way to end Japanese words and is spelled with u as in tofu, and 

kudzu. 

4. Long o (\ō\) at the end of a word from Japanese is spelled with o as in sumo and miso. 

5. A long a sound (\ā\) heard in geisha is spelled ei in some words from Japanese. Four of the 

challenge words have this spelling of the long a sound and contain the word element sei, which 

means "generation." 

 

 

 

WORDS FROM GREEK 

The words in this category are all related to words that were used 2500 years ago! English gets an 

important part of its vocabulary from the language of ancient Greece. Classical Greek, as it is called, is 

quite different from but closely related to the language spoken in Greece today. The ancient Greeks 

provided the foundation for many important ways of looking at the world and for living in society that are 

still important today; that is one reason their language has remained so influential. It is still used today, 

for example, when scientists need a word to describe something newly created or discovered.  

SAMPLE WORDS 

1. lethargy 

2. android 

3. chronic 

4. biopsy 

5. irony 
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GREEK SPELLING TIPS 

1. In a few words from Greek, e appears at the end of a word and has long e sound \ē\: Some 

examples are acme, and hyperbole. 

2. A \k\ sound in English often represents a sound from Greek that we don't actually use, and the 

most common spelling of this sound in English is ch: See, arachnid, character, chronic, chronology,   

matriarch, melancholy, patriarch, and gynarchy. 

3. The most frequent sound that y gets in words from Greek is short i (\i\) as in acronym, calypso, 

cryptic, cynical,  synonym, synopsis, and polymer. 

4. A long i sound (\ī\) in a word that comes from Greek is sometimes represented by y, especially 

after h, as in hydraulic, hydrology, hyphen, dynamic,  xylophone and pyre. 

5. In ancient Greek, the letter phi (pronounced \fī\) represented a breathy or "aspirated" version of 

the sound that is represented in English by f. Speakers of Roman-alphabet languages did not have 

this sound or a corresponding letter, so they substituted the \f\ sound but memorialized the 

original sound of phi by using ph to spell it. As a result, the English \f\ sound almost always 

appears as ph in words of Greek origin. Consider, for example:, apostrophe, , hyphen, 

metamorphosis, metaphor, and zephyr. Hundreds of words in English derived from Greek show 

this spelling. 

6. The letter o is the vowel most often used to connect two Greek word elements. If the connecting 

vowel sound is a schwa (\ə\) as in xylophone, and asthmogenic and you must guess at the spelling 

of this sound, the letter o is a very good guess. The words hypnotist, geometric, and electrolyte are 

among the many, many words made of Greek word elements connected by o. 

7. The \j\ sound is always spelled with g in words from Greek. Why? When the \j\ sound appears in 

words of Greek origin, it does so as an anglicized pronunciation of a root originally pronounced 

with a hard g. Note that hardly see a Greek origin word with a letter j. 

8. A schwa in words from Greek is occasionally spelled with y: See analysis, etymology,  odyssey, and 

zephyr. 
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 WORDS FROM ITALIAN 

English vocabulary owes Italian a big debt in two categories that provide a lot of enjoyment for many 

people: music and food. During the 17th century, when the idea first started catching on of giving some 

instructions to performers of musical scores, many of the important composers were Italian—and it was 

natural for them to use their own language. The result is that the standard terms for musical expression 

today are Italian. Many Italian food terms made their way into English particularly as a result of 19th-

century immigration, but chances are we might have adopted them anyway: Who doesn't like Italian 

food? 

SAMPLE WORDS 

1. staccato 

2. ballot 

3. piazza 

4. semolina 

5. influenza 

ITALIAN WORDS SPELLING TIPS 

1. Long e (\ē\) at the end of a word from Italian is usually spelled with i as in graffiti,  and many other 

words. In Italian, a final i usually indicates a plural form. This is not always true, however, of Italian 

words in English. 

2. Long o (\ō\) at the end of an Italian word is spelled with o as in incognito, concerto, , vibrato and 

many other words you may encounter in the Nigeria Spelling Bee 

3. A long e sound (\ē\) at the end of a word from Italian can be spelled with e as in finale, and one 

pronunciation of vivace, although this spelling of the sound is less common than i. 

4. The \sh\ sound has various spellings in words from Italian; a spelling it usually doesn't have is sh! It 

can be spelled sc as in crescendo and prosciutto or ch as in pistachio. The spelling of the \sh\ sound 

in capricious is also seen in words that come from Latin—the ancestral language of Italian. 

5. The \k\ sound can be spelled cc when it comes before long o (\ō\) as in stucco or when it comes 

before \ä\ as in staccato. 

6. Another Italian spelling of \k\ is ch as in scherzo. 

7. The sound \ē-nē\, common at the end of Italian words (it forms diminutives), is usually spelled ini 

(as in zucchini and fantoccini). 

8. The double consonant zz is typically pronounced \ts\ in words from Italian, as in paparazzo, , 

pizzicato, and one pronunciation of piazza.  
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 WORDS FROM SPANISH 
England and Spain had some opportunities for word exchanges through war and trade. The real 
crossroads for Spanish and English, however, has been North America, starting as early as the 15th 
century when Spanish explorers first came to the New World.  

The good news about words from Spanish is that they are often spelled the way they sound. There is no 
need to throw in any silent letters in most cases! 

SAMPLE WORDS 

1. burrito 

2. embargo 

3. chimichanga 

4. gazpacho 

5. mariachi  

SPANISH WORDS SPELLING TIPS 

1. A long o sound (\ō\) at the end of a word is often a mark of Spanish origin, and it is nearly always 

spelled simply with o as in embargo. 

2. 2 A long e sound (\ē\) at the end of a word of Spanish origin is usually spelled with i as in mariachi. 

3. The \k\ sound is sometimes spelled with qu in words of Spanish origin. This is especially true when 

the vowel sound that follows is long a (\ā\), long e (\ē\), or short i (\i\). Quesadilla and 

conquistador (in its pronunciations with and without the \s\ sound) are examples. 

4. It is much more common for the \k\ sound to be spelled with c in words of Spanish origin. This is 

almost invariable when the vowel sound that follows is a schwa \ə\ as in canasta; short a (\a\) as 

in castanets and caballero; or long o (\ō\) as in flamenco and junco. 

5. A schwa at the end of a word from Spanish is very common and is usually spelled with a as in 

mesa, bonanza, and several other words. 

6. The combination ll in Spanish words is traditionally treated as a single letter and is pronounced as 

consonant \y\ in American Spanish. When such words enter English, sometimes that sound 

persists. At other times it is pronounced just like ll would be in an English word: that is, as \l\. 

Some words—such as mantilla and amarillo—even have two pronunciations in English. Tortilla, 

and novillero always have the \y\ pronunciation in English; Vanilla and peccadillo always have the 

\l\ pronunciation. Be on the lookout! 

7. Note that, except for ll, double consonants in words from Spanish are not very common. Buffalo 

and peccadillo represent exceptions. In Spanish, buffalo has only one f and peccadillo has only one 

c. English spelling rules prefer two consonants as a signal that the previous vowel is short, as is the 

case in these words. 
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 INDIGENOUS WORDS 
(IGBO, HAUSA AND YORUBA) 

Please print these words and study them 
carefully as questions for Yoruba, Hausa and 
Igbo words will be drawn from these words 

during the competition as a Fun (Non-
elimination) round during the State and 

Regional Levels.  
A smaller list will be provided for the National 

Finals. 
 

 
 

IGBO WORDS ENGLISH MEANING 
Abali Night 
Achicha Bread 
Afa Name 
Afere Plate 
Afo Stomach 
Agadinwanyi Old woman 
Agba Jaw 
Agha War 
Ahia Market 
Ahu Body 
Ahumgbu Pain / illness 
Aja Sand 
Ajuju Question 
Aka Hand 
Akanti Slap 
Akaraka Destiny 
Ako Wisdom 
Akpata Thigh 
Akpati Box 
Akpili Throat 
Akuko Story 
Akuku Edge 
Akuoyibo Coconut 

Akwa Cloth; egg 
Akwukwo Book 
Akwukwondu Green leave 
Alulu Blue 
Amamihe Knowledge 
Amamuihe Intelligence 
Amara Grace 
Amusu Witch 
Anu Meat 
Anuli Happy / happiness 
Anuofia Bush meat 
Anwunta Mosquito 
Anyanwu Sun 
Aro Year 
Asambbodo Certificate 
Asato Eight 
Asusu Language 
Awo Frog 
Azu Fish 
Belata Abate 
Cotima Police 
Daalu Well-done 
Dibia Native doctor 
Diokpara Firstborn (male) 
Ebeobula Wherever 
Ebere Mercy 
Ebube Glory 
Echi Tomorrow 
Ede Cocoyam 
Efi Cow 
Ego Money 
Ehihie Morning 
Ekpere Prayer 
Ekwenti Telephone 
Elekere Time 
Eluigwe Heaven 
Eluuwa Earth 
Emesia After 
Enyi Friend 
Esogbuna Don’t worry 
Etiti Center 
Ewu Goat 
Eze Teeth 
Eziokwu Truth / true 
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 Gbagha Objection 
Gbamgbam Roof 
Gbasaa Dismiss 
Gborodi Water leaves 
Gozie Bless 
Gwuommiri Swim 
Hapu Abandon 
Hichapu Obliterate 
Idimpka Usefulness 
Ifunanya Love 
Imela Thank you 
Inyeaka Help 
Iteghite Nine 
Iwe Anger 
Izuike Rest 
Jiakpu Cassava 
Kpote Wake 
Kwuo Say 
Mahadum University 
Mba No 
Mgbako Addition / gathering 
Mgbanwe Change 
Mgbidi Wall 
Mgborogwu Root 
Mkpisi Stick / fork 
Mkpisi aka Finger 
Mma Good 
Mmanu Oil 
Mmiri Water 
Mmuo Spirit 
Ncheanwu Umbrella 
Ncheta Remembrance 
Ndumodu Advice 
Ngaji Spoon 
Ngalaba Pillar 
Nkita Dog 
Nna Father 
Ntakiri Small 
Ntutu Hair 
Nwannam Paternal brother/sister 
Nwannem Maternal brother/sister 
Nwanyi Woman / female 
Nwatakiri Child 
Nwoke Man / male 

Nyaa Drive 
Obodo Town 
Ocha White colour 
Ogologo Long 
Ohia Bush 
Oji Black colour 
Oka Corn 
Okenwa Great child 
Okorobia Young man 
Okuku Chicken 
Onyenhuzi Teacher 
Onyenzoputa Saviour 
Onyinye Gift 
Onyinye Oblation 
Onyionyo Television 
Ose Pepper 
Osisi Stick 
Otitoaja Sacrifice of praise 
Oyi Clod 
Ozigbo Quickly 
Ozioma Gospel 
Ube Pear 
Ubochi Day 
Uche Mind 
Ude Pomade 
Udummiri Rainy season 
Ugboala Car / motor 
Ugboelu Aeroplane 
Ugbonmiriri Boat 
Ugbua Now 
Ugo Eagle 
Ukwu Waist 
Uloaku Bank 
Uloakwukwo School 
Uloekpere Place of prayer 
Uloogwu Hospital 
Ulooru Place of work 
Umunwanyi Women 
Umunwoke Men 
Uno House 
Urukpu Cloud 
Uwa World 
Zoputa Rescue 
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HAUSA WORDS ENGLISH MEANING 
Abinci Food 
Adduo’i Prayers 
Agwagwa Duck 
Aikace-aikace Works 
Aikatawa Working 
Alkawari Promise 
Ambata Mention 
Annoba Disaster / calamity 
Bayanai Explanations 
Bayyani Explanation 
Bincike Proof 
Bincike Research 
Bishiya Tree 
Cikakke Full / complete 
Ciniki Trade 
Dabba Animal 
Dalibi Student 
Dalili Reason 
Dattijo Elderly person 
Dazuzzuka Forests 
Diddigi Nitty-gritty 
Farashi Price / cost 
Fassara Translation 
Fitattu Prominent 
Fitsari Urine 
Gogagge Well trained 
Gudunmuwa Contribution 
Gurbi Space 
Gurbi Space 
Gwada Groundnut 
Gwagwarmaya Struggle 
Gwiwa Knee 
Haihuwa Birth 
Hakkoki Rights / what one deserves 
Hallara Attend 

Hannu Hand 
Hanyoyi Ways 
Haraji Tax 
Hargowa Noisy 
Harshe Tongue 
Hasashe Prediction 
Haskakawa To elaborate or brighten 
Hawaye Tears 
Hulda Relationship 
Ingantacce Reliable / trustworthy 
Jama’a People 
Jarrabawa Examination / test 
Kakanni Forefathers 
Kalmomi Words 
Kammala Finish 
Karambani Over zealousness 
Karbuwa Acceptable 
Karkashi Under / beneath 
Kasashe Countries / territories 
Kauyanci Naivety 
Kayyadadde Pegged 
Kayyadadde Specified 
Killcewa Protect 
Kiwo Rearing 
Koyarwa To teach 
Koyaushe Every time 
Kunnuwa Ears 
Kurciya Dove 
Kurmi Forest 
Kurucciya Youthful exuberance 
Kuskure Mistake / error 
Kuskure Error 
Kwai Egg 
Kwaikwayo Imitate 
Kwakwalwa Brain 
Kwalba Bottle 
Kwalli Mascara 
Kwallo Ball 
Kwari Ants 
Kyakkyawa Beautiful / handsome 
Kyankyaso Cockroach 
La’akari Consider 
Lagwani Stove wig 
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 Lebba Lips 
Littafi Book 
Littattafai Books 
Lokaci Time 
Madaukaki Highest / highly placed 
Maimako In place of / instead 
Makaranta School 
Makogoro Throat 
Makwabta Neighbours 
Mallaka Own / posses 
Marubuci Author 
Masara Maize 
Matakai Stages 
Matashi Youth 
Matsakaici Moderate 
Matsala Problem 
Matsatsi Tight 
Matsayi Situation / position / state 
Mintsili To poke / pinch someone 
Misali Example 
Motsi Movement of the body 
Muhawara Debate 
Muhimmi Important 
Muhimmi Important /special 
Mummuna Ugly 
Murya Voice 
Musamman Especially / special 
Mutane People 
Nahiya Continent / location 
Natsuwa Calmness 
Rangadadau Clearly 
Rangwame Reduction 
Rarrashi Appease 
Rayuwa Life 
Rigiya Well 
Rugujewa Crumble 
Sarrafa To process 
Shago Shop 
Shagube Joke 
Sharadi Condition 
Shawarwari Advice 
Sirri Secret 
Tabbas Certain 

Tabbata Sure 
Tafarki Path 
Taimako Help / assistance 
Takaici Hatred 
Takaici Anger 
Takamaimai Precise 
Takara To contest 
Takarda Paper 
Talauci Poverty 
Tambaya Question 
Tantabara Pigeon 
Tantancewa Selection 
Tarbiyya Training / upbringing 
Tatsuniya Tales /stories 
Tattaba=-kunne Grandchildren 
Tattasai Pepper 
Tattauna Discussion 
Teku Sea / ocean 
Tsabta Cleanliness 
Tsada Expensive 
Tsakani Amongst 
Tsakani In-between 
Tsakaninmu Amongst us 
Tsaki To hiss 
Tsalle Jump 
Tsammani Thought 
Tsanani Tensed / tight situation 
Tsegumi Gossip 
Tsokaci Comment 
Tukun Before 
Tukunya Pot 
Tuna Think 
Tunatarwa Reminder 
Tunkui Goat 
Tuntube Stumble 
Tuntuni Since 
Tura Push 
Turare Perfume 
Turumi Mortar 
Tushi Root 
Tuta Flag 
Ubangiji Lord 
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YORUBA WORDS ENGLISH MEANING 
Aajin Mid-night 
Abala Part/segment 
Abela Candle 
Abetele Bribe 
Abewo Visitation 
Abiyamo A mother 
Afinju A tidy person 
Afojudi Disregard 
Afonifoji Valley 
Agadagodo Padlock 
Agbalagba Adult 
Agbalumo Cherry 
Agbejoro Lawyer 
Agbelebu Cross 
Agbero Bus conductor 
Agbonrin Antelope 
Akikanju A brave person 
Akitiyan Struggle 
Akowe Secretary 
Alaare A sick person 
Alaaru Porter 
Alabaaro Confidant 
Alagata Intermediary 
Alagbara A strong man 
Alagbe Beggar 
Alaimokan An ignorant person 
Alaisan A sick person 
Alakan Crab 
Alariwo A noise maker 
Alaroye Talkative 
Alaseju Extremist 
Alatilehin Supporter 
Alatunse Repairer 

Alaye Explanation 
Aluduuru Organist 
Alukoro P.R.O 
Alupupu Machine 
Amokoko Potter 
Amotekun Leopard 
Apejuwe Description 
Apoti Box 
Aremo Heir 
Arifin Contempt 
Ariwo Noise 
Atokun Moderator 
Atunyewo Revision 
Awonrinwon Alligator 
Aworan Picture 
Ayaworan Photographer 
Ayederu Counterfeit 
Babalawo Herbalist 
Daindain Tightly 
Dajudaju Surely 
Dibon Pretend 
Ebora Ghost 
Egan Mockery 
Egbogi Medicine 
Erekusu Island 
Erin Laughter 
Esin Horse 
Esinsin Housefly 
Farasin Hide 
Ibagbepo Co-habitation 
Ibanuje Sadness/sorrow 
Ibeere Question 
Ibinu Anger 
Ibon Gun 
Idahun Answer 
Idanwo Test/temptation 
Ideri Lid 
Ifilo Announcement 
Ifokanbale Rest of mind 
Igbagbe Forgetfulness 
Igbagbo Faith 
Igbale Broom 
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 Igberaga Pride 
Igbeyawo Wedding 
Igboro Town 
Ihooho Naked 
Ijafara Carelessness 
Ijakadi Wrestling 
Ijamba Accident 
Ijapa Tortoise 
Ijoko Seat 
Ikarahun Snail shell 
Ikuukuu Cloud 
Ilekun Door 
Ilera Health 
Ileto Village 
Ipinnu Resolution 
Iranlowo Help 
Iranse Servant 
Irapada Redemption 
Irawo Star 
Irohin News 
Ironupiwada Repentance 
Isaasun Cooking pot 
Isipaya Revelation 
Iyanju Counsel 
Iyonu Trouble 
Jafafa Sharp 
Jaguda Thief 
Jagunjagun Soldier 
Kelekele Quietly 
Kiniun Lion 
Kolokolo Wolf 
Kutukutu Early morning 
Laalaa Efforts 
Labalaba Butterfly 
Lesekese Immediately 
Odaran Criminal 
Oganjo Mid-night 
Ogbon Wisdom 
Ogongo Ostrich 
Ogunlogo Many/plenty 
Ohunkohun Anything 
Ojogbon Professor 

Ojoojumo Everyday 
Ojulowo Genuine 
Ojulumo Kinsman 
Okanjua A greedy person 
Okankan Straight 
Okiki Fame 
Okunkun Darkness 
Olodumare God 
Olofofo A tale bearer 
Ologbo Cat 
Olokunrun A sickly person 
Ololufe Lover 
Oloorun A smelly person 
Olootu Editor 
Olote Traitor 
Olubewo Inspector 
Olukuluku Everyone 
Omoorukan Orphan 
Omolangidi Effigy 
Onigbajamo Barber 
Onigbanjo Auctioneer 
Onijekuje Glutton 
Onijongbon A troublesome person 
Onisegun Doctor 
Onisowo Trader 
Oniworobo Petty trader 
Oodunrun 300 
Oogun Sweat 
Opolo Brain 
Opolopo Many 
Orikunkun Stubbornness 
Orisiirisii Assorted 
Orule Roof 
Osere Artiste 
Osumare Rainbow 
Otelemuye Detective 
Pakute Trap 
Pataki Important 
Perese Flat 
Rakunmi Camel 
Rukerudo Chaos 
Salubata Slippers 
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How to Become an Amazing Speller: 
 

*Post It! Write your words on post it notes and put them everywhere so you can 
study while you brush your teeth, before you shut the door, on the fridge. 

 
*Write your words on flashcards and practice, practice, practice. 

 
*Play Spelling Bee: Quiz your parents, grandparents, older siblings and challenge them 

to see who is the best speller. 
 

*Read great books! Your spelling will improve with the more words you read. 
 

*See it, hear it, say it! Engage all your senses. 
 

*Come to the study sessions! Meet other spellers, learn other spelling tips, and practice 
your words. 

 
*Sleep with a dictionary under your pillow (just kidding) 

 

HAPPY SPELLING FROM THE NIGERIA SPELLING BEE TEAM 

 

 

 

 

 

 


	Buckwheat is an example of a "part translation." When a word that has two parts (like English rowboat) travels from another language to English, we sometimes translate one part and keep the sound of the other part without translating it. The original ...
	WORDS FROM SPANISH

